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ICON is a premiere niche builder of custom vehicles. As an award winning automotive designer, founder and CEO Jonathan Ward has been allowed access to many of the most unique vehicle collections around the world. Throughout the years, he has amassed an incredible collection of images focusing on the specific elements of great designs. Up until now, these have served solely as inspiration for his brand projects.

Each piece starts with the original photo, which is then modified to reduce the lines to their most basic form, then hand drawn by Jonathan to capture the pure essence of the design. Next, in partnership with the aluminum wizards at Neal Feay, the traditional processes of silk screening and anodizing are combined in a novel fashion, to fuse black pigment into the brushed aluminum surface. The ½” thick 6061 aluminum is precision machined with an inset groove for wall hanging, and a stainless bolt is provided for desk display. Each numbered piece is packaged in a bespoke maple box with the ICON lizard laser etched onto the face.

Your piece is a special one-off Bugatti Type 57. Mohammad Pahlavi was born the son of Reza Pahlavi who was the Shah responsible for the modernization of Iran. The French Government commissioned the car as a gift for the Shah's wedding. To create one of most extravagant cars to come from their country, France chose Van Vooren and Bugatti. The legendary Bugatti Type 57C chassis (equipped with a supercharger) was chosen for the foundations of the car. It helped that the car produced an impressive 175 horsepower (130kW) from a 3245cc (198 cu in) engine.

Using the flowing lines of Figoni et Falaschi as inspiration, Van Vooren worked upon chassis #57808, a low slung Bugatti Type 57C. Their result was a twin passenger cabriolet of substantial proportion and style. Unusual highlights introduced by Van Vooren included a very short windscreen which could be wound down into the bulkhead and a disappearing top which was concealed by a panel behind the interior.

Until 1979, the Shah's Bugatti stayed in the Royal Court of Iran. Afterwards, the Ayatullahs, who had nearly scraped the car, sold the it at a very low price. Fortunately, the buyer had the Bugatti shipped to the USA and saved it in the process. At this point the car was heavily butchered to accommodate an Amercian V8 until later shipped to England for a full restoration. 

The car is now a part of the permanent collection at the Petersen Museum here in Los Angeles.









I hope you cherish this piece for decades!
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