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Overview- The goal was to create something respectful of the original design values, keeping the brilliant patina, and hiding a modern chassis and design elements focused on modern performance and utility. Not a “rat rod”, not a street rod (no billet here, nor flames, nor aqua with purple graphics either…). More of a wabi-sabi style influence illustrated on an automotive platform.

Wabi-sabi (侘

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%AF%82" 
寂?) represents a comprehensive Japanese world view or aesthetic centered on the acceptance of transience. The aesthetic is sometimes described as one of beauty that is "imperfect, impermanent and incomplete". It is a concept derived from the Buddist assertion of the three marks of  existence (三法印, sanbōin?), specifically impermanence (無常, mujō?).

Characteristics of the wabi-sabi aesthetic include asymmetry, asperity, simplicity, modesty, intimacy and the suggestion of natural processes.

The backstory- Found the wagon in someone’s back yard in southern California back in 2000. Did not know what to do with it, but loved the interior design, and the lines of the body. It had history in SoCal since new. It had lived in Santa Monica though to the seventies, then who knows where. Great vintage lube stickers in the door jamb, drive-in receipts under the old mats, tons of history. Hated the design of the hood and front fenders though….. . Around 2006 I went to pick up a vehicle for a client’s project at a shop in Glendale. Rotting in his lot was a 52’ DeSoto sedan. One of the coolest front clip designs of the 1950’s. It just so happened that it was almost the same color(s) and patina of the wagon. I knew that De Soto and Chrysler had the same parent companies and shared platforms. 

So immediately I envisioned the front fender and hood etc… from the De Soto upon my Chrysler Town & Country wagon. Now the plan came together with clarity.


It was built over a two year period by one man plus trusted design partners used in many of our branded projects. Jonathan and the team at ICON do about five “one-off” projects each year. Projects range wildly, yet always focus on meddling modern with vintage. 

The brief Description

1952 Chrysler Town & Country Wagon

1952 De Soto Custom Sedan front clip

Fuel injected 500HP SRT8 HEMI 6.1 V8
6 speed Automatic

6 Piston ABS power brakes
Mandrel bent, ceramic coated, stainless exhaust system.
Powder coated Art Morrison custom chassis with IFS front suspension, triangulated four link rear. Tunable coil-over-shocks all the way around.
Ipod dependent stealth (ash tray dock) audio system

Modern tilt column with the stock wheel refit.

Custom CNC’ed wheels, designed to appear as original, yet now 18” with ZR rated BF Goodrich tires. Finished in a custom rusty powder coat (used throughout the build).

New, original design, textiles and mahogany floors. 

Extensive sound deadening, dense pile cut loop carpet.

1950’s aircraft seat belts.

1950’s siren plus the stock dual horns.

All modern electrical system. Stock patina gauges hide modern electronic movements.

DeSoto figure on the hood has been milled out to accept diodes, so he glows ominously at night.
